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The EU and its member states have set ambitious goals regarding 
the de-carbonisation of energy production and consumption and 
to the promotion of a secure, clean and efficient energy system. 
It is widely advocated that research on the human dimensions 
of transitions to sustainable energy systems addresses the key 
challenges we face in de-carbonising the energy system. 
The Platform for Energy Research in the Socio-Economic Nexus 
(PERSON) aims to unite and advise European top-class socio-
economic research on the human dimensions of sustainable 
energy transitions. 

PERSON serves as an expert platform that advises practitioners, 
policy makers and other research disciplines by sharing relevant 
scientific knowledge, which results in a common research agenda 
on the human dimension in energy transitions. 
Key research themes are to understand (1) which individual, 
institutional and contextual factors encourage different stake-
holders in engaging in sustainable energy actions, (2) which 
interventions are effective to promote sustainable energy actions, 
and (3) which factors predict public support of energy policies, 
sustainable energy technologies and energy system changes. 

Introduction



PERSON will help to improve and accelerate decision-making and 
planning processes needed to realize an acceptable, feasible, cost-
efficient sustainable energy transition that will secure quality of life 
of Europeans and elsewhere.

Linda Steg, professor of Environmental Psychology at the 
University of Groningen and coordinator of the European 
platform PERSON
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Responding to the challenges imposed by climate change and 
energy supply security, the EU and its member countries have set 
ambitious goals regarding de-carbonisation of energy production 
and consumption. To reach these goals, stakeholders need to take 
diverse courses of action, including investing in renewable energy 
technologies, increasing the energy efficiency of buildings and 
appliances and encouraging energy saving habits and practices. 

The European Platform for Energy Research in the Socio-economic 
Nexus (PERSON) was established as a result of the Brussels expert 
meeting in June 2014 during the Sustainable Energy Week 2014. 
The panel connects independent experts from all over Europe who
represent the top of their research field. They all acknowledge that 
there still is room for improvement in involving Socio-economic 
Sciences in energy research in Horizon 2020.

How it all started



‘To unite and advise European top-class socio-economic 
energy research on the human dimensions of sustainable 
energy transitions to promote a secure, clean and 
efficient energy system.’

The scope of the platform is SSH energy research with societal 
impact. The focus is on both supply and demand of energy, 
centering on the role of  the consumer in the energy transition. 
The Platform highlights the crucial role of involving SSH research 
knowledge in issues of sustainable energy transitions.

Mission statement 
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Deliverables: 
1) to unite the European top researchers in the field 
 of SSH research which focus on energy transitions;
2) to draft a common SSH research agenda on the human 
 dimension in energy transitions;
3) to serve as an expert platform that advises (both requested 
 and unsolicited) practitioners, industry, policy makers and other 
 research disciplines by sharing the most relevant scientific 
 knowledge;
4) to actively respond to new developments in both the research 
 field and current debates in society;
5) to stimulate interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches
 in order to provide answers to best practices in the field of
 energy transitions by consumers;
6) to liaise with and embed relevant representation from industry
 in the platform;
7) to create societal impact towards a secure, clean and efficient 
 energy system;
8) to actively contribute to attaining the European Energy Union 
 goals set by the European Commission.



Milestones
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June - 2014 February - 2015November - 2014

Sustainable Energy
Week 2014
in Brussels: 

Establishment of
PERSON platform

after the expert
meeting

Presenting the 
Positioning Paper

European 
Commission 

invitation  to PERSON 
representative to 
join in formal EC 

workshop 



Platform for Energy Research in the Socio-economic Nexus (PERSON) 11

June - 2015March - 2015

Workshop European 
Commission: PERSON 
takes on the invitation 

of the European 
Commission to explore 

a suitable platform
for Europe

March 27 2015
Formal recognition 
of the existence and 

importance of PERSON 
by the European 

Commission

Sustainable Energy Week 2015
in Brussels: Expert meeting PERSON



Reducing the human impact on climate through consumption of 
fossil fuels is a major global objective that will require changes 
in technology, energy systems, regulatory systems, and human 
interactions with all of these.  It will also require the efforts of 
scientists with expertise in all of these fields

The behaviour of energy consumers requires particular attention 
because consumers do not always adopt the best technology 
or do what appears to be in their economic self-interest. This 
consumer behavioural aspect of the climate change problematique 
has historically received inadequate attention, with researchers 
scattered across many countries proceeding largely independently 
from different disciplinary foundations, with limited research 
support and inadequate communication and coordination. 

The problem of consumer 
behavioural aspects on 
climate change
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The PERSON initiative can change that, at least in Europe.  It has 
already engaged leading researchers in several countries. If the 
meetings advocate openness to emerging ideas, include young 
researchers and continue to focus on human interactions with 
energy systems from an interdisciplinary point of view, it can make 
a critical contribution to achieving European objectives regarding 
mitigation of climate change.

Paul C. Stern, senior scholar at the National Research Council/
National Academy of Sciences (Washington, DC), working 
primarily with the Board on Environmental Change and Society, 
formerly known as the Committee on Human Dimensions and 
Global Change.



Understanding, applying, sharing and developing knowledge on 
human behaviour is crucial for governments and policy makers 
to achieve the objectives that serve society’s interests. But this 
is not ‘automatically’ achieved. This was concluded by the Dutch 
Council for the Environment and Infrastructure (Rli) in her report; 
“Influencing behaviour; more effective environmental policy through 
insight into human behaviour” (2014). 

Energy and behaviour
from Rli perspective
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Energy transition is one of the key areas in which interventions are 
required because people will not necessarily change their behaviour 
to ‘do the right thing’. But which interventions are effective? 
Individual behaviour is influenced by many factors, including 
personal circumstances, motives, and choices. 

Research shows that the public’s response to policy measures 
cannot be predicted by just using traditional assumptions about the 
rationality of behaviour. If current knowledge regarding how people 
respond to certain situations and why they respond in a certain way 
is used (more) deliberate and systematically, it will be possible to 
enhance the effectiveness of environmental policy. 

To this end, the Rli worked with scientists (e.g. from the PERSON-
platform) to develop a Behaviour Analysis Framework, and 
a practical aid for policy makers, the Behaviour Quick Scan. 
The practice of taking energy efficiency measures in the home 
was studied within this framework, which led to valuable new 
insights and tangible recommendations. 

Marjolein Demmers MSc, MBA
Member of the Rli 
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The PERSON platform is the knowledge platform that bridges the 
gap between science and society in the field of energy transition, 
especially in Social Sciences and Humanities. It brings together top 
researchers from all over Europe. The platform plays a key role in 
the further developments of Europe´s energy future. 

In developing a European Energy Union, there is a need for new 
insights concerning the role of consumers. The role of European 
citizens is of utmost importance: a bottom-up approach is an 
essential added value in the European top-down design of the 
Energy Union. The platform serves as a knowledge hub that 
creates high impact from all disciplines of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities. Our research results will be applicable throughout the 
value chain of products and services in the energy field. 

Vision and ambitions



PERSON-members



Linda Steg
e.m.steg@rug.nl

University of Groningen
The Netherlands

Linda Steg is professor of Environmental Psychology at the 
University of Groningen, The Netherlands. She studies factors 
and strategies promoting pro-environmental behaviour and a 
sustainable energy transition. Her research also focuses on matters 
such as the behavioural-scientific explanation of domestic energy 
use, stimulating energy savings, the acceptance of environmental 
policy and the effects of policy and environmental conditions on 
people’s wellbeing. Steg is member of the Scientific Board of the 
Groningen Energy and Sustainable Program at the University 
of Groningen, and scientific director of the Kurt Lewin Institute. 
Moreover, Steg is the coordinator of the European platform PERSON.

Coordinator
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Cecilia Jakobsson Bergstad
cecilia.j.bergstad@psy.gu.se 

University of Gothenburg
Sweden

Cecilia J. Bergstad, University of Gothenburg, Göteborg, Sweden, is 
an associate professor at the Department of Psychology, where she 
heads the research group, Environment Psychology Unit, works as 
a lecturer and as a director of studies. She participates in several 
interdisciplinary research projects within Chalmers Sustainable 
Transport Initiative and Mistra Urban Futures. She also chairs the 
Swedish environmental psychology group. Main research interests 
include the application of psychological knowledge to behavioural 
change, environmental policy implementation, sustainability and 
well-being. Her current research focuses on motivational factors 
linked together with social and psychological factors, future trends 
in private car use and sustainable energy consumption among 
younger generations.

Contributors
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Contributors

Marino Bonaiuto
marino.bonaiuto@uniroma1.it

Sapienza University of Rome
Italy

Marino Bonaiuto is full professor of Social Psychology at the Faculty
of Medicine and Psychology at the Sapienza University of Rome, Italy. 
Bonaiuto is PhD board member at the Department of Psychology 
of Socialization and Development Processes and CIRPA director 
(Interuniversity Centre for Research in Environmental Psychology). 
He is also president of the master course in Psychology of 
Communication and Marketing. Bonaiuto’s expertise: residential 
environments; healthcare environments; green and natural areas; 
work environments; both verbal and nonverbal and organizational 
communication.
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Contributors

Andreas Diekmann
andreas.diekmann@soz.gess.ethz.ch 

ETH Zurich
Switzerland

Andreas Diekmann is since 2003 professor of Sociology at 
ETH-Zurich, Switzerland. Before this, he worked as professor for 
Empirical Social Research and Social Statistics at the Institute 
of Sociology at the University of Bern, Switzerland. Diekmann is 
currently member of the German Academy of Sciences Leopoldina, 
chairman of the section “Economics and Empirical Social Sciences” 
and member of the senate of the Leopoldina. He is a Fellow of 
the European Academy of Sociology and a member at the board 
of various scientific research institutions. His research focuses 
on experimental game theory, research methods and statistics, 
environmental sociology and population sociology. 
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Birgitta Gatersleben
b.gatersleben@surrey.ac.uk

University of Surrey
United Kingdom

Birgitta Gatersleben is Senior Lecturer in Environmental Psychology 
and course director of the MSc in Environmental Psychology at the 
University of Surrey, United Kingdom. Her research concentrates 
around two areas: understanding environmental behaviour (in 
particular transport and energy behaviour) and human experiences 
with nature. Because of her multidisciplinary focus she has ties with 
academics in other departments, faculties and universities (both on 
a national and international level). Through these collaborations she 
has been involved in a wide range of successful research bids from 
UK research councils, government and the EU.

Contributors



Nina Hansen
n.hansen@rug.nl

University of Groningen
The Netherlands

Nina Hansen is an associate professor of Social Psychology at the 
University of Groningen (NL). She has extensive research expertise and 
is a pioneer as a Social-Psychologist in the domain of cultural change 
driven by modernization in countries around the world. In this context, 
her research focuses on the (often unintended) consequences of 
interventions that introduce modern innovations such as energy, ICTs, 
microfinance, and novel education initiatives. Her unique expertise 
in qualitative and quantitative research is exemplified in several 
multidisciplinary research projects and academic publications. She 
is frequently invited to collaborate with a number of international 
development organizations, governmental, and research institutions 
in the areas of social impact assessments in the field of modernization 
and education.
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Contributors
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Lise Jans
l.jans@rug.nl

University of Groningen
The Netherlands

Lise Jans is associated with the University of Groningen as a post-
doctoral researcher at the department of Social Psychology and is 
a lecturer at the University College Groningen - an interdisciplinary 
faculty focusing on social issues in the domain of energy and 
sustainable society. Her research expertise lies in the domain of 
group processes and the emergence of shared identity. Recently she 
has started to apply this expertise to the energy domain, examining 
the social factors that predict success and the spreading of local 
initiatives on the energy market.  

Contributors



Ellen Matthies
ellen.matthies@ovgu.de

Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg
Germany

Ellen Matthies has been a professor for Environmental Psychology 
at the Otto-von-Guericke-University Magdeburg (Germany) since 
December 2011. Her main research field is man-environment-
interactions with a focus on environmentally relevant behaviour 
(electricity use and car use) and sustainable consumption. Ellen 
Matthies was from August 2009 until November 2011 Professor for 
Environmental Psychology at the Norwegian University of Science 
and Technology, Trondheim, Norway. From 2001 to 2010 she was an 
associate professor for Applied Psychology at the Ruhr-University 
Bochum, Germany, where she also received her PhD. She has 
lead several interdisciplinary research projects (e.g. the project 
“Determinants of household energy consumption” within the 
Helmholtz-Alliance ENERGY-TRANS).

26 Coordinated by the University of Groningen, Sustainable Society

Contributors
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Andreas Nilsson
andreas.nilsson@psy.gy.se

University of Gothenburg
Sweden

Andreas Nilsson is an associate professor at the department of 
Psychology at the University of Gothenburg, Sweden. Dr. Nilsson is 
a Social and Environmental Psychologist, his main research areas 
concern energy behaviours, environmental attitudes, and policy 
support. Andreas Nilsson has PI experience from several projects 
investigating energy behaviour in households and organisations. 
He is currently leading a project on normative feedback and energy 
behaviour funded by the Swedish energy agency. He takes the 
following into account: knowledge on psychological motives and 
barriers on energy behaviour, behavioural change strategies, 
and acceptability concerning energy policy.

Contributors



Geertje Schuitema
geertje.schuitema@ucd.ie

University College Dublin
Republic of Ireland

Geertje Schuitema is a Lecturer in Consumer Behaviour and 
Technology Adoption at the School of Business and the Energy 
Institute at the University College Dublin, Ireland. Before moving to 
Ireland, she received a PhD degree from the University of Groningen 
(Netherlands) and was a research fellow at the Centre for Transport 
Research, University of Aberdeen (UK) and at the faculty of Business 
and Social Sciences at Aarhus University (Denmark). In her research 
she generally aims to understand factors that influence and explain 
public acceptability of environmental policies and the acceptance 
of technologies aimed to reduce the negative impact on the 
environment. 
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Contributors
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Michael Siegrist
msiegrist@ethz.ch

ETH Zurich
Switzerland

Michael Siegrist is a Professor for Consumer Behaviour at the
Institute for Environmental Decisions (IED), ETH Zurich, Switzerland.
Prof. Siegrist studied Psychology, Economics and Mass 
Communication at the University of Zurich. Siegrist is an Associate 
Area Editor of the journal Risk Analysis and an Executive Editor of 
the journal Appetite. He has published numerous articles about 
risk perception, trust, risk communication, food behaviour and 
environmental decision making. His research focuses, at the 
moment, on the acceptance of different energy systems, climate 
change issues, sustainable food consumption and food hazards.

Contributors



Paul Stern
pstern@nas.edu

National Research Council
National Academy of Sciences

United States of America

Paul C. Stern is a senior scholar at the U.S. National Research 
Council/National Academy of Sciences, working primarily with 
its Board on Environmental Change and Society (formerly the 
standing Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global 
Change). His research interests include the determinants of 
environmentally significant behaviour particularly at the individual 
level; participatory processes for informing environmental decision 
making; processes for informing environmental decisions; and the 
governance of environmental resources and risks. He is a long-time 
contributor to behavioural science research on energy consumption 
and served on the American Psychological Association’s Task Force 
on the Interface between Psychology and Global Climate Change.
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Contributors
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John Thøgersen
jbt@asb.dk

Aarhus University
Denmark

John Thøgersen, Aarhus University, Department of Management, 
received his PhD (econ) from Aalborg University and his advanced 
doctoral degree, dr. merc., from Aarhus School of Business, now
Aarhus University, Denmark. He is full professor since 2001. 
Thøgersen is head of the “Marketing and Sustainability” research 
group at the Department of Management. His current research 
projects include “EUInnovatE” – End User Integration, Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship (7th FP). Thøgersen’s recently finished projects 
include “IMPROSUME” - The Impact of Prosumers in a Smart Grid
based Energy Market,” and “READY” - Smart Grid Ready VPP 
Controller for Heat Pumps, both financed by Energinet. dk. Editor 
of the Journal of Consumer Policy, published by Springer.

Contributors
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